



2015-2016 SENIORS
Seniors Summer Reading

ALL SENIORS read one of the following titles:

House Rules by Jodi Picoult
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Lauren Hillenbrand

On the first day of school, ALL SENIORS will write an open response on the following prompt. No books, notes or draft work will be permitted during the writing session. The Open Response will be graded using the Open Response Rubric (attached).

PROMPT: From your summer reading selections, choose a character who faced an obstacle (physical, emotional, psychological) and discuss how the character responds to that obstacle.

DON’T FORGET! WE WILL NO LONGER HAVE EDLINE THIS SUMMER, SO DON’T LOSE THIS PAPER.


Email address for questions: Lynda.Abel@eastlongmeadowma.gov




























HONORS ENGLISH 12 must also…

Read The Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini, be prepared to discuss it in class, and complete both of the note-taking and writing requirements below:   

1. Note taking: Record quotes focusing on the three motifs listed as well as two of your own (a total of five motifs).  Provide five examples of each of the five motifs : Some examples from the beginning of the book, some from the middle, and some from near the end for a total of twenty-five examples.  Provide the page number as well as the exact words from the text.  Explain how your choice demonstrates the motif selected.  Grading will be based on the number and quality of the examples and in-depth and insightful explanation showing how the passage demonstrates that motif.   Keep in mind that eventually you will choose one motif to develop a theme for a focused written essay.  THE NOTES MUST BE HANDWRITTEN. 

These motifs are mandatory:
0. Social Class: Look at the ways that class impacts the characters’ lives and the opportunities or lack of opportunities afforded each class.  Consider the attitudes society has towards the different classes.
0. Coming-of-age: Consider how a character matures and sees the world – more than one character can be considered.
0. Choices: Think about significant choices characters make in the story and how those choices affect them and those around them. Use the viewpoint of any character(s)
0. Choose two other motifs of your own

2. Essay:  Write an essay (typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font) using one of your chosen motifs and the five examples from the text; develop a theme, and write a clear and focused essay.  Use the motif examples (cite page numbers) as textual support.  Remember to consider proper grammar, punctuation, and essay structure. Grading will be based on the attached rubric.

PLAGIARISM WARNING: Using the ideas of others - whether they are found on the internet, in books, or in other student work - is plagiarism and will be graded accordingly (a zero). The essay will be assessed as a test/writing grade and the notes as a quiz grade. 

ALL HONORS ASSIGNMENTS – WHETHER YOU HAVE ENGLISH FIRST OR SECOND SEMESTER -  ARE DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.
[bookmark: _GoBack]NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED!

Honors 12: DON’T FORGET! WE WILL NO LONGER HAVE EDLINE THIS SUMMER, SO DON’T LOSE THIS PAPER.

Email address for questions: Lynda.Abel@eastlongmeadowma.gov












Reference Notes: 
                                            
Afghanistan:
· rocky, mountainous, cold winters hot summers
· “land-locked” – no access to the sea
· bordered by Iran and Pakistan
· The Kyber Pass – route through the mountains to Pakistan (freedom)

History & Politics:
· 1919 - after wars with Britain (the ruling power) many lands returned to Afghanistan
· the ruling power became an Afghan monarchy – (King)
· 1973 - the king’s brother staged a bloodless coup (takeover) to create a Republic.
· 1978 – Russian communists overthrew the ruler and took over the government – over 5 million Afghans flee to Pakistan (via the Kyber Pass)
· 1989 - Rebels (called “mujahedin”) – got rid of Communists 
· 1996 - Taliban takes over control of the country – very strict religious views (“fundamentalists”)

How does all this relate?
· In the beginning of The Kite Runner, the monarchy (Afghan king) is still in place and the country is relatively calm. 
· However, chaos starts to erupt as the king is overthrown by his brother.
· At one point, the main characters flee to Pakistan
· In the second half of The Kite Runner, the Taliban is in power, creating a much more volatile and dangerous Afghanistan

Religion and Ethnic Groups
· Islam (religion) is divided into two religious groups: Shia and Sunni. 
· ALSO - Two main ethnic groups (groups w/ same culture, language, customs):
· Pashtuns – minority / upper class / rulers – typically Sunni religion
· Hazaras – Asian ancestry (look Chinese) – majority / lower class – typically Shia religion
· Thus, the racial differences are worsened because of the religious differences – creates hostility between the two groups

Words & Phrases to Know:
· jan – a term of endearment often used after a person’s name: “Baba jan”
· agha – leader, ruler, master, lord
· sahib – friend (original), lord
· naan – bread
· Peshawar – in Pakistan
· Jalalabad, Kandahar – in Afghanistan
· Kabul – the capital of Afghanistan

[image: Afghanistan Map, Map of Kabul]



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name:							Date:

I was present for the Honors’ summer reading instructions and understand my responsibilities for the summer assignments.  All written work will be submitted to my English teacher on the first day of school, regardless of whether I have fall or spring English.  I had the opportunity to ask questions, and I have the email address to ask questions over the summer if I should have any.

Signature: _______________________________________________
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