



2015-2016 FRESHMEN
Freshmen Summer Reading

ALL freshmen read one of the following titles:

Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman   by Jon Krakauer

Eleven Seconds by Travis Roy and E.M. Swift

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
 
On the first day of school, ALL FRESHMEN will write an open response on the following prompt. No books, notes or draft work will be permitted during the writing session. The Open Response will be graded using the Open Response Rubric (attached).
PROMPT: From your summer reading list, choose a character who overcomes an adversity and explain how that character changes as a result.  

HONORS freshmen must also …

 

Read The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger and be prepared to discuss it in class, AND complete the note taking and writing assignments below:

1) Take 4 pages of hand-written notes on The Catcher in the Rye.  (Two pages doubled sided)

Typed notes will not be accepted. Do not share notes with other students. Do not use any outside sources such as Sparknotes. Information used from outside sources will receive no points. The essay will be assessed as a test/writing grade and the notes as a quiz grade. 
Your notes MUST include thorough explanations of the following items:
· a summary of material read  (1/2  page maximum)

· information about the main characters  (1/2  page maximum)

· analyses of important and difficult passages explained in detail (3 passages  minimum)

· questions about the reading (3  questions minimum)

· setting  (1/4  page maximum)

· theme  (3  examples minimum)

· character relationships  (1/2  page maximum)

· imagery  (3  examples minimum and explain their effect on the reader)

· a personal reflection/personal connection about three distinct passages
2)   Write a 2-3 page essay, double spaced, size 12, Times New Roman, focusing on the following prompt:
The Catcher in the Rye contains several characters who must find ways to cope with their lives.  Discuss the various methods employed by Holden and decide how successful he is in attempting to cope and make sense of his world. Use specific, cited information from the text to support your answer. 

PLAGIARISM WARNING: Using the ideas of others - whether they are found on the internet, in books, or in other student work - is plagiarism and will be graded accordingly (a zero). The essay will be assessed as a test/writing grade and the notes as a quiz grade. 
ALL HONORS ASSIGNMENTS – WHETHER YOU HAVE ENGLISH FIRST OR SECOND SEMESTER -  ARE DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.

NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED!

