FRESHMEN HONORS: Example note-taking from Of Mice and Men

NOTE -  pp. 13-14:  “Guys like us that work on ranches are the loneliest guys in the world.  They got no family.  They don’t belong no place… With us it ain’t like that.  We got a future.  We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.”

Explanation/analysis: George states this at the beginning of his description of the dream that he and Lennie share.  Despite the obvious differences between George and Lennie, George realizes that having Lennie around prevents both of them from being lonely.  He can talk to Lennie and plan for a future that wouldn’t be possible if he was alone.  They both care about each other and help each other out in different ways.  George fixes problems that Lennie creates.  This gives George a purpose in life; he is Lennie’s caregiver.  Lennie needs George to care for him physically and emotionally.  Ultimately, neither wants to be alone because they will then become like everyone else they know, and that is a lonely existence.

FIRST: write down the example from the book, including the page number.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SECOND: Explain why the passage is important. Consider what it tells the reader about a character’s thoughts or motivations to do or not do something and the results of those actions.  

You can also consider:
· How a setting creates meaning – does it create a certain feeling in the reader? How does that feeling impact meaning or understanding of the events in the book.
· The imagery (think of the five senses – visual, touch, smell, hear, taste) – does any of the imagery create specific meaning?
· Irony – is there anything in a passage that seems surprising? What is the overall result of that event or situation?
· Characterization – is there a passage or quote that is particularly telling about what a character thinks or does? How does that help the reader to understand the story?
· Theme – a theme is an overall message about life that is presented in a story.  The theme may be presented in a story but also relate to life in general apart from the story itself.
· Some common themes deal with topics like friendship, good vs. evil, loyalty, etc. and are discussed as part of life in any time period or culture

