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NAME ___________________________________________

	Element
	Explanation
	Points

	Introductory paragraph 
	First sentence is general and catches the reader’s attention.  Comments move from the general to the specific. Writer identifies the author; indicates the book title; gives a brief, accurate description/intro. of the story; and presents a thesis. 
	0-5

	Thesis 
statement
	SPECIFIC thesis explains the selected THEME. Details provide an outline of the paper.
	0-5

	Evidence: details/
examples
	Specific, accurate details and examples from the text relate to the thesis. Selected motifs clearly and specifically serve to support opinions.
	0-10

	Evidence: quotes
	Each body paragraph includes a quote or two. Quotes match the context/event they are connected to and are effectively blended into context sentences. Quotes are introduced and correctly formatted, including appropriate documentation – no dropped quotes (DQ). 
	0-10

	Explanations of evidence
	All evidence is clearly, explicitly shown to connect to the thesis. Thoroughly explains how evidence (details, examples) supports the topic. The wording is not repetitive.
	0-10

	Formatting /structure &  mechanics:
	Grammar, punctuation, spelling, and sentence variety are flawless.  Paper is typed and double-spaced using Times New Roman, 12 point font. Every paragraph has a topic sentence.  Transitions are used between and within paragraphs for smooth presentation of information.
	0-5

	
	
	

	Concluding paragraph
	Goes beyond repetition of the intro.  Remembers the thesis and articulates with sophistication how ideas expressed in the essay have relevance beyond the text.
	0-5

	
	

	Total Score: 
	 ___ of 50

___X2 = 100
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