Open Response Rubric - 2015
	Component
	4 Strong
	3 Effective
	2 Developing
	1 Needs  Improvement
	0 Unsatisfactory

	FOCUS
Accurately addresses and explains the prompt demonstrating complete understanding; stays on topic
	Expresses a clear, focused and accurate point of view; completely understands and addresses all parts of the prompt
	Expresses a point of view that is shows adequate understanding of the prompt; may not address all parts of the prompt
	Expresses a point of view that shows some basic understanding of the prompt but may not address all parts of the prompt
	Expresses an unclear point of view and/or a misunderstanding of the prompt; does not accurately address the prompt
	Does not express a clear point of view; shows a misunderstanding of the prompt; does not address the prompt; OR no response/not gradable

	EVIDENCE
Provides clear, specific, and accurate textual evidence to support response or claims
	Response is supported with many well integrated facts, details, quotations from the text 
	Response is supported with some adequate facts, details, quotations from the text
	Response is supported with some facts, details, and/or quotations from the text but may be inaccurate or inappropriate
	Response is supported with few facts or details, or quotations from the text and can be inaccurate or inappropriate; key information lacking
	Response is not supported with facts or details, or quotations from the text; resulting response is  inaccurate or inappropriate; key necessary information is lacking; OR no response/not gradable

	EXPLANATION/ANALYSIS
Synthesizes information from text with appropriate and insightful explanations of the evidence
	Explanations demonstrate a high level of critical thinking that connects with previously learned material resulting in an insightful analysis
	Explanations demonstrate an adequate level of critical thinking resulting in a basic analysis
	Explanations demonstrate some level of critical thinking resulting in an analysis that may be lacking key points 
	Explanations demonstrate a basic level of thinking resulting in an analysis that may be either inaccurate or lacking in key areas 
	Explanations demonstrate a lack  of critical thinking resulting in little/no analysis;
OR no response/not gradable 

	ORGANIZATION
Demonstrates an understanding of writing structure incorporating an introduction, thesis, paragraph(s), and conclusion
	Consistently uses a sophisticated written structure including paragraph structure, introduction, thesis, and conclusion; consistently and skillfully uses transitions to connect ideas presented
	Uses a basic written structure including paragraph structure, introduction, thesis, and conclusion; transitions are used to connect ideas presented
	Written structure includes weaknesses in paragraph structure, introduction, and/or conclusion; thesis is unclear or inaccurate some transitions are used to connect ideas presented 
	Written structure shows a lack of understanding of paragraph structure, introduction, and/or conclusion; thesis is weak, unclear or inaccurate; no/incorrect transitions are used to connect ideas presented
	Written structure includes a lack of understanding of paragraph structure, introduction, and conclusion; no thesis is present; no transitions are used to connect ideas presented;
OR no response/not gradable

	LANGUAGE/CONVENTIONS
Uses proper grammar and punctuation and specific, accurate vocabulary to convey a clearly written message
	Consistently uses appropriate grammar and punctuation with specific, rich vocabulary
	Uses appropriate grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary
	Basic  grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary; some errors or inaccuracies present
	Basic  grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary are lacking or inaccurate
	Basic  grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary are absent or incorrect; OR no response/not gradable
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